
Safety  

CAR ANATOMY TO CHANGE 
New safety add-ons will 

force good driving. 

(If new-car buyers use it.) 

T 
hanks to safety innovations, cars today hold up in 

crashes better than ever, but now automakers are 

turning their attention from the car to the human 

doing the driving. 

 Drivers operate about 250 million registered vehicles in 

the U.S., and each year there are 6 million reported crashes, 

and 42,000 fatalities. 

 According to Mark Rosenker, the National 

Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) chairman, 

the number of fatalities has declined in recent 

years, mainly due to airbags, antilock brakes and 

seat belts. 

 But these technologies probably are doing all 

they can to increase driving safety, Rosenker 

said. 

 Enter the new bad driving prevention fea-

tures, also known as "active crash-avoidance" 

technology. 

 Here's an example. Most drivers know they 

ought not to tailgate.  Yet, some do.  But what if 

the car itself were smart enough to prevent tailgating? 

 That's called 'adaptive cruise control' and it's getting 

some consumer support, says the NTSB.  

 Last year, a J.D. Power & Associates poll of consumers 

found 53 percent were leaning toward adaptive cruise con-

trol. The system  slows down the car if it is moving too close 

to the vehicle in front of it. A unit located behind the grill 

determines the speed and distance of the vehicle in front. 

 When the distance is computed to be safe again, the sys-

tem accelerates the car back to its last speed setting. 

 Or if you don't stop before the collision, the brake-assist 

feature will do it for you. Rear-end collisions are the most 

common type of crash. 

 The poll found that 67 percent of consumers wanted 

blind-spot identification, and 43 percent were 

likely to order lane-departure warnings on their 

new cars. Lane-departure warning helps to 

avoid the deadliest type of crash, the off-the-

road accident. 

 For those who are doubtful, some car mak-

ers allow drivers to turn off the systems. But 

automakers say drivers will get used to them 

and use them.  

 Active crash-avoidance technology is here to 

stay, either with voluntary consumer use or, as 

many suspect, through future laws and regula-

tions. 


