
Earth Art 
Artist John T. Unger makes every day Earth Day 

F or Michigan artist John 
T. Unger, beauty is 
good, surprise is a start, 
but his art also should 

get a groove on with the earth. 
 Unger, who describes his art 
as sustainable design with an 
edge, uses mainly recycled or 
reused materials to come up with 
art that is permanent, functional, 
and “cooler than new.” 
 Among his most popular crea-
tions, a bottle cap mosaic fish, a 
wall sculpture a bit reminiscent of 
the turn of the century tramp art 
that used found materials for 
carving and sculpture. 
 “I feel that creative re-use has 
the potential to spark new ways 
of looking at the world.  If one 
thing can be turned into another, 
what else can we change? 
 “Successful recycled art and 
design encourages creativity in 
others—it’s alchemical, magical, subversive and 
transformative by nature.” 
 Unger also strives to create art that is functional 
and to that end, he has developed a series of fascinat-
ing fire pits, some made from recycled propane bot-
tles. The fire pits are designed to last outside indefi-

nitely, while providing a clever, communal point of 
focus for a backyard or patio. 
 Another series of projects uses shovel heads for 
masks. 
 “There’s a place for rock and roll to dance with 
environmental responsibility,” Unger says. 
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Greetings earthlings, on Earth Day 2008 

 This issue of Good News brings you news 
about the earth in honor of Earth Day, April 22. 
 One thing we thought about while putting 
together this issue is that being a responsible 
citizen of the earth sometimes means nothing 
more than being prudent. 
 It means not wasting the abundant energy 
and materials that we have available to us each 
day. It means taking advantage of the many 

energy saving strategies for living that don’t require 
a lot of investment or fancy planning. 
 In short, we remember what our ancestors said so 
often to us: 
 Waste not, want not. 
 And so it is this Earth Day, 2008.  Let us waste 
(and want) less. 
YOUR NAME YOUR PHONE NUMBER 

Above, bottlecap fish 
mosaic uses Labatt 
and New Castle beer 
bottle caps. Far left, 
portable fire pit uses 
recycled propane 
bottles. Next, a 
shovel becomes a 
mask.  
 
johntunger.com 
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 The Sudoku Seven 
  Sudoku is gaining popularity all 
across Europe and the United States.  
Only logic and patience are required. 
No math is involved. Simply make 
sure that each 3x3 square region has a 
number 1 through 9 and that the num-
ber only occurs once.  Each column 
and row of the large grid must have 
only one instance of the numbers 1 
through 9. 
 Here's a tip for playing.  We'll call 
the 3x3 squares "regions."   With a 
highlighter, color in all the rows in the 
large grid and all the columns in the 
larger grid that have a 7 in them. We 
chose 7 because there are several of 
them in the puzzle.  Finished? 
 Now observe. In the  upper right 
region, what is the only possible loca-
tion for the 7? 
 This technique is called "scanning" 
and you usually do it with your eyes 
and not a marker. 

the warm sound, but they also appreciate the 
elaborate album covers and liner notes that come 
with them. They especially like sharing their mu-
sic with friends as opposed to listening alone 
though ear buds. 
 Young people often rediscover LPs when they 
look through their parents' collections and listen to 
one or two, only to discover a sound reproduction 
they may not have heard before. 
 Baby boomers are coming back to vinyl records 
as well. They are rediscovering the sound and 
capturing a nostalgia for their youth. 

Trivia Teaser: Captains Courageous 
 1. In the movie musical "The Sound of Music," Cap-
tain Von Trapp was the father of how many children? a
-5, b-6, c-7, d-8. 
 2. What hit song for the Captain and Tennille had 
previously been a minor hit for the trio America? a-
"Lonely Night," b-"Muskrat Love," c-"Love Will Keep 
Us Together," d-"Shop Around." 
 3. What was the name of Long John Silver's talking 
parrot in "Treasure Island?" a-Captain Kidd, b-Captain 
Flint, c-Captain Kangaroo, d-Captain Smith. 
 4. Who played the ghost of ship captain Daniel 
Gregg on the TV series "The Ghost and Mrs. Muir?" a-
Edward Mulhare, b-Patrick McGoohan, c-Gavin 
MacLeod, d-Tim Conway. 

YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS HERE 

 The  difficulty rating on this puzzle is medium. 
  

Answers—1-c, 7; 2-b, Muskrat Love; 3-b, Captain 
Flint; 4-a, Edward Mulhare 

Feline nation 
 The pet census made 
by the American Veteri-
nary Medical Associa-
tion shows that cats out-
number any other pet in 
American homes. There 
are about 82 million cats 
in our homes, up from 71 
million in 2001. 
 In second place, there 
are 72 million dogs, up 
from 62 million in 2001. 
 After the big two, 
birds come in third with 
11 million, followed by 6 
million rabbits and 2 
million turtles. 
 About 60 percent of 
homes have one pet, and 
21percent of homes with 
pets have five or more, 
which may include the 
pet in sixth place, the 
gerbil. 

Vinyl LP records 
are hot again 
 They are gaining popu-
larity in dorm rooms, at 
sleepovers and in living 
rooms. Flashy new vinyl 
records with a wonderful 
sound have come back, to 
the delight of music ex-
ecutives. 
 Many in the iPod gen-
eration are buying new 
turntables specifically for 
LPs. The new fans like 
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The 5 golden rules 
of ecodriving 

 

 1. In manual cars, shift up as soon as possible  Shift 
up between 2,000 and 2,500 RPMs. 
 2. Maintain a steady speed  Use the highest gear 
possible and drive with low engine RPM. 
 3. Anticipate traffic flow. Look ahead as far as pos-
sible and anticipate to surrounding traffic. 
 4. Decelerate Smoothly. When you have to slow 
down or stop, decelerate smoothly by releasing the ac-
celerator in time, leaving the car in gear. 
 5. Check the tire pressure frequently.  When tire 
pressure is too low by 25 percent, rolling resistance 
increases by 10 percent and fuel consumption increases 
by 2 percent. 
 Read more at ecodrive.org 

7 easy 'go green' ideas you can do today 
 

R ecycle, reuse, repair, repurpose.  Those are the watchwords 
of the green living generation. But do they seem just a tad 
familiar? 
 Probably.  They are familiar concepts. 

  Waste not, Want not. That's the philosophy that the generation of the 
1930s grew up with and still hold dear to their hearts. It's much the 
same philosophy as today's green-living folks. 
 Here are seven ideas on reuse, taken out of grandma's handbook: 
 1. Substitute real towels for paper. 
 Tear up and reuse tattered towels for every day cleaning.  Try using 
small sections of rougher fabrics for dishes and floors.  Save soft fab-
rics for polishing. Be on the lookout for larger swatches of fabrics that 
can be made into placemats (just sew the sides). 
 2. Buy reusable packaging. 
 When you have a choice, buy items in packaging that can be reused. 
For example, a glass jar or bottle might make a nice flower vase or 
drinking cup. Or, for example, buy a 'one use' camera that can be re-
turned to the maker when you have pictures made. 
 3. Make your own pillows. 
 You can make decorative pillows out of old clothing or blankets.  
Use old towels and other clean materials to stuff in the pillows. Use 
your imagination. Don’t pitch it, reuse it. 
 4. Regift the things you don't need. 
 Why buy something new for a gift when you have a variety of new 
and almost new items in your own home that you can give? 
 5. Reuse your grocery bags. 
 Do you have a drawer or cupboard that is the Fort Knox of grocery 
bags? Why not just take them with you to the store? Paper and plastic 
bags need not be one-use items. 
 6. Use found do-dads for crafting. 
 If you are a crafter, try collecting little beads, buttons, and such to 
make your own embellishments. Use them in scrapbooks or decoupage. 
Try decorating an entire scrapbook out of nothing but 'found items.' 
 7. Use solar energy— to dry your clothes.  
 Here is a simple, back-to-basics idea that saves energy. Just put up a 
line and then get those clothes pin things... Start by hanging sheets, 
blankets, and blue jeans out to dry.  

April 25 is Arbor Day 

4 ways to keep trees healthy 
 Keep your trees healthy and they will return your 
kindness with cool shade, higher property value and 
habitat for animals. 
 1. Water in the morning. Especially during a drought, 
don’t assume your trees can access moisture. Try drip 
watering to soak the ground and avoid puddling.. 
 2. Fertilize in the spring. Add nutrients to the soil to 
give your trees a good start in the growing season. 
 3. Prune wisely.  Never try to make a big tree small 
with radical pruning.  You will just kill the tree. Instead, 
make judicious cuts to eliminate dead, crowded or dis-
eased branches. Avoid close crops, as these can result in 
holes in the tree. 
 4. Protect your trees from excavation or top smother-
ing. Digging around your tree’s root system can damage 
or kill it.  So can dumping layers of dirt around a tree.  
Dirt dumped around a tree prevents the tree’s tiny feed-
ing roots at the surface from getting water. 
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Apri l  2008 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

Cancer Control 
Month 

NCAA Final 
Four  

Former  
POW Day 

D.A.R.E. 
Day 

French Quarter Festival, 
New Orleans, 11-13 

Azalea Fest, 
12-30, Okla. 

Fiesta San 
Antonio 

Holiday in 
Dixie, 11-20 

Passover 
begins 

Income 
Tax Due 

Arbor Day 

Japan:  
Showa Day 

Earth Day 

Japan: 
Flower 
Festival 

The Good News Newsletter 
By PagesMag.com 

 

• 4 finished newsletter pages every month. 
• Change anything you want — Even the name. 
• Add your own articles, pictures, graphics. 
• Or add article from our vast library of articles and art. 
• Every month: Color layout for print; Black and White for print; Email 

layout;  Web layout! 
 
Don’t start with a blank page!  Save time in creating your newsletter by 
starting with the Good News Newsletter layout.  You can customize it in 
Microsoft Word 2003 or 2007 and change anything you want.  Or you can 
just add your name and address and send it to your customers. 
 
You get 24/7 access to the PagesMag.com library of articles and art.  Use 
any in your newsletter without fear of copyright violation. 
 

Call 866 677 0486 for more info 


